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ABSTRACT: 

There are many deadly diseases which are considered as incurable by the medical experts. In the Holy 
Quran and Sunnah there are no explicit statements about such diseases. However, in the Quran we find 
a hint which elucidates that Plague can be considered a punishment of Allah. In one of the sayings of the 
holy Prophet (l§), we find some points dealing with spreadable diseases. In some sayings, it is 
mentioned that people should escape from leprosy. In another narration, it is mentioned that a person 
who has got a contagious disease should not approach a healthy person. Narrations also point out that 
there is no 'adwa'. 'Adwa (contagion) refers to the spread of a disease from a sick person to a healthy 
one. Scholars explain that these words of the Prophet II are general in meaning, thus the Prophet !§, 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, mean that there is no contagion without the permission of 
Allah as it can be understood in combination with other narrations on the topic. Due to infectious 
diseases, matrimonial relations between husband and wife become unbearable in many situations. After 
diagnoses of Aids, for example, life can become miserable for the other spouse. Islamic Law (Fiqh al- 
Islami) allows, with certain conditions, to abrogate the contract of marriage (Nikah) if the situation 
becomes too unbearable. There is a difference of opinion about the fuqahaa regarding the status of 
marriage in case of disease and what is the recommended approach in such situations. In the current 
paper, the views of Islamic scholars in relation to the contagious diseases and the annulment or 
abrogation of Nikah have been discussed. 
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